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Opening on Friday, July 8, 2022, 5-8 pm

Galerie Karsten Greve is delighted to announce a comprehensive solo exhibition in Cologne dedicated to
the work of Norbert Prangenberg (1949-2012), commemorating the tenth anniversary of the artist's death on
June 29. The gallery owner and the artist were connected by thirty years of friendly cooperation, which
began in 1981 with a first solo show in Cologne, and was followed by numerous solo and group exhibitions
at all gallery locations until 2017. On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the death of the sculptor and
painter, Galerie Karsten Greve presents a tribute to Norbert Prangenberg, featuring more than thirty works
from the 1980s to 2009, including sculptural works, drawings, large-scale paintings in watercolor and
pigment on canvas, and mostly small-format oil paintings.

The exhibition focuses on an extensive selection of small-format oil paintings (Bilder), rich in color,
which is a characteristic feature of the artist's late work from his last ten creative years. In some of his
pieces, the pastose layers of oil paint push beyond the edges of the picture. Natural greens, earth colors, or
broken white tones applied in thick impasto mixtures and layerings give the small formats a relief-like
character. The layers of paint are irregularly ruptured with tiny cuts and exposed areas, thus revealing the
support medium. In contrast to wood, nettle, or cardboard, the copper, aluminum, and zinc plates induce a
translucent, very unique color effect that interacts with the metal of the support medium shimmering
through.

The paintings are complemented by a group of ceramics that exemplify the sculptor's enormous creative
range. Since 1980/81, Norbert Prangenberg drew inspiration from Lucio Fontana's (1899 — 1968) work,
which he encountered through his contact with Galerie Karsten Greve. As a result, he began to translate
sculptural pieces into ceramics and porcelain. These freely modeled figures (Figuren) playfully combine
organic concave and convex forms, indentations and surfaces. The ceramics, which stand out due to their
volume, are reminiscent of archaic amphorae or pithoi, which have been in use in the Mediterranean world
since antiquity. Color-glazed or in porous clay tonality, his Figuren impress the viewer as counterparts that
are equal in size. The surface of the rough clay is structured by fingerprints, scratches, holes, and
indentations. In places, the opaque tin glaze of the fired ceramic is covered by colored on-glaze painting of
the majolica, resulting in an associative play. The variety and diversity of Norbert Prangenberg's oeuvre is
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due to a basic vocabulary that contains a limited number of geometric shapes: circle, oval, rhombus,
rectangle, triangle, and square. The artist probed and reshaped this geometric vocabulary as each of his
works required, consciously translating it into drawing, painting, and sculpture.

Norbert Prangenberg was born in Rommerskirchen-Nettesheim in 1949. During his apprenticeship as a
gold and silversmith, he created his first woodcuts and drawings beginning in 1965, working in sculpture
since 1979. He began making sculptural works in ceramics and porcelain in the 1980s. In 1981, he received
the North Rhine-Westphalia State Prize for the Visual Arts. Norbert Prangenberg had held a professorship
at the Munich Academy of Fine Arts since 1993, where he was in charge of the internationally renowned
class for ceramics and glass. The artist died in Krefeld in 2012. In 1982, Norbert Prangenberg participated
in documenta 7 (1982). Since the 1980s, his works have regularly been shown in international exhibitions
and are represented in the collections of numerous museums, including Bayerische Staatsgemalde-
sammlungen-Sammlung Moderne Kunst in der Pinakothek der Moderne, Munich; Staatliche Graphische
Sammlung, Munich; Museum Ludwig, Cologne; Kolumba — Kunstmuseum des Erzbistums Kéln;
Sammlung zeitgendssischer Kunst der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, Bonn, and Kunstmuseum Kloster
Unser Lieben Frauen, Magdeburg.

Accompanying the exhibition, five publications published by Galerie Karsten Greve are available:

Norbert Prangenberg. Bilder / Paintings, Zeichnungen / Drawings, Skulpturen / Sculptures, with texts by Bernhard
Growe, Martin Hentschel, Galerie Karsten Greve, Cologne 1987 (German / English), ISBN: 978-3-940824-27-1,
50.00 euros.

Norbert Prangenberg. Linolschnitte 1978 — 1988. Catalogue raisonné, with texts by Annie Bardon, Richard Hoppe-
Sailer, Galerie Karsten Greve in cooperation with the City of Reutlingen, Cologne 1988 (German / English),
ISBN: 3-921638-16-X, 50.00 euros.

Norbert Prangenberg. Plastische Arbeiten / Sculptures, with text by Martin Hentschel, Galerie Karsten Greve,
Cologne 1989 (German / English / French), ISBN: 978-3-940824-28-8, 50.00 euros.

Norbert Prangenberg. Keramikskulpturen und Zeichnungen / Sculptures Céramiques et Dessins / Ceramic
Sculptures and Drawings, with texts by Stefan Schmidt-Wulffen, Andreas Vowinckel, Galerie Karsten Greve,
Cologne / Paris 1990 (German / English / French), ISBN: 978-3-940824-29-5, 60.00 euros.

Norbert Prangenberg. Arbeit 1980 — 2012, with texts by Martin Hentschel, Rolf Steiner, Galerie Karsten Greve,
Cologne 2012 (German / English), ISBN: 978-3-940824-51-6, 30.00 euros.

ABOUT GALERIE KARSTEN GREVE

Karsten Greve has been a successful art dealer for fifty-three years. He opened his first gallery in 1973 with a solo
exhibition of Yves Klein and Cy Twombly in Cologne. He then opened additional premises, one in Paris (Rue
Debelleyme) in 1989 and one in St. Moritz (Via Maistra) in 1999. Galerie Karsten Greve ranked from the beginning
as a leading gallery worldwide and is regularly represented at international art fairs such as the Art Basel shows,
FIAC and TEFAF. The gallery organizes important individual exhibitions of renowned international artists such as
Lucio Fontana, Piero Manzoni, Joseph Cornell, Willem De Kooning, and WOLS. Its program is determined by the
owner’s personal contact to artists of the international post-1945 avant-garde, such as Cy Twombly, Louise
Bourgeois, Jannis Kounellis, John Chamberlain, and Pierre Soulages. Karsten Greve’s long-standing collaboration
with artists such as Gotthard Graubner, Pierrette Bloch and Leiko Ikemura has contributed significantly to them
achieving worldwide recognition. The gallery, which is representing about thirty artists, is constantly expanding its
portfolio to include rising young artists like Georgia Russell, Claire Morgan, Gideon Rubin, and Raul Illarramendi.
Galerie Karsten Greve is equally well known for its solo exhibitions and its highly ambitious accompanying catalogue
productions published by the gallery.
MEDIA CONTACT
Dr Cornelia Manegold
Tel. +49 (0)221 257 10 12
c.manegold@galerie-karsten-greve.de

We are happy to provide you with images of the works shown in the exhibition.
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