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"I don't use colour to illustrate literary subjects; colour itself is subject enough for me." 

Gotthard Graubner 

 

Galerie Karsten Greve is pleased to dedicate a comprehensive solo exhibition to the significant German painter 

Gotthard Graubner (1930 – 2013). On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of his death, a close collaboration with the 

Archive has resulted in a unique presentation of immersive Farbraumkörper (color space bodies) as well as works on 

paper and photographs that have never been presented before. 

 

Already in the series of Zeichenbilder, which were created during his studies at the School of Fine Arts in Düsseldorf, 

the essential importance of color for the artist became apparent.  In the 1960s Graubner developeded his first 

Farbräume (Color spaces), which he realized in oil on canvas. The so-called Nebelräume (Nebular Spaces) of 1968 

enveloped the viewer in an impenetrable, opaque atmosphere. From this point on, the core of Gotthard Graubner’s 

work would be the observer’s bodily experience and the painting’s somatic qualities. In the early 1960s, Graubner 

created his first Kissenbilder (cushion paintings) with the determined goal of giving color a physicality. From these, 

Graubner developed his color space bodies at the beginning of the 1970s . 

 

In a layering process, colors are applied to the flat canvas and combine not only with each other, but also with the 

absorbent synthetic cotton underneath. This forms the three-dimensional convex body of the work and allows the 

color to expand spatially into and out of depth. The intent here is to return to what color in painting meant originally, 

yet not to delve into the relationship between the painting and the object itself. Graubner abides by the rules of Color 

Theory. Graubner's work was significantly influenced by the technique of color shadows, which had already been 

mastered by painters such as Titian, Veronese, Tintoretto, and Pontormo. This same technique became the forerunner 

of the scientific investigations that Goethe, Klee, and Itten later made into the interaction of color and light. While at 

first glance we may see only a monochrome piece, the eye soon discerns a multitude of colorful, overlapping layers 

busily conversing with one another. Graubner's artistic endeavour is purely pictorial, rooted in observations of reality 

and in our perceptions of the world.  

 

These are always governed by the role light plays as it reflects off objects; producing color, and making the shapes 

around us visible. For Graubner, colors do not belong to the abstract, but rather they are the very entities that 

compose our world.  
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With this in mind, the artist strives to use color in his work not just as a means but also indeed as his very subject: one 

that he tries to condense into a quivering and breathing organism. The canvas, like a layer of skin, covers and protects 

the piece, allowing color to penetrate during an osmosis process between the inside − the 'body' of the piece − and the 

outside − its surface. Art historian and philosopher Gottfried Boehm described this as a “subcutaneous painting”; 

where the same pigment is partially absorbed by the sponge or cotton underneath the canvas while it also 

simultaneously lies on the surface of the raw fabric. Gotthard Graubner's painting is therefore total, absolute, it does 

not seek to reproduce the visible but is in itself a living organism. It carries within the traces of the creative process, 

and it is the culmination of that action: all at once it is both becoming and being; action and contemplation. 

 

Gotthard Graubner was born in 1930 in Erlbach (Saxony), Germany. He graduated in 1959 from the School of Fine 

Arts in Düsseldorf, where he would teach until 1998. His work has been featured in numerous exhibitions held in 

prestigious international institutions. The artist has participated in documenta 4, 6 and 9 (1968, 1977, 1992); 1970 he 

represented Germany at the Biennale in São Paulo and 1982 at the Venice Biennale. In 1988 he was commissioned to 

create two large cushion paintings for Schloss Bellevue in Berlin (Bellevue Palace), official residence of the President 

in Germany. His works belong to significant public and private art collections, including the German Bundestag, the 

Neue Nationalgalerie Berlin, and the Deutsche Bank Collection; the National Gallery of Modern Art in New Delhi, 

India; the Museum of Modern Art in New York; and, the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis, USA.. The artist passed 

away in 2013 in Düsseldorf, Germany, where he worked and lived. 

 

The following publications by Galerie Karsten Greve accompany this exhibition: 

 

Gotthard Graubner, with texts by Gottfried Boehm, Eckart Britsch, Ernst-Gerhard Güse und Ernst W. Uthemann, 

Galerie Karsten Greve Köln, 1995 (Edition in German; English. /French.), 50 €. 

 

 

ABOUT GALERIE KARSTEN GREVE 

 

Karsten Greve has been a successful art dealer for fifty-four years. He opened his first gallery in 1973 with a solo 

exhibition of Yves Klein in Cologne. He then opened additional premises, one in Paris (Rue Debelleyme) in 

1989 and one in St. Moritz (Via Maistra) in 1999. Galerie Karsten Greve ranked from the beginning as a leading 

gallery worldwide and is regularly represented at international art fairs such as the Art Basel shows and TEFAF. 

The gallery organizes important individual exhibitions of renowned international artists such as Lucio Fontana, 

Piero Manzoni, Joseph Cornell, Willem de Kooning, and WOLS. Its program is determined by the owner’s 

personal contact to artists of the international post-1945 avant-garde, such as Cy Twombly, Louise Bourgeois, 

Jannis Kounellis, John Chamberlain, and Pierre Soulages. Karsten Greve’s long-standing collaboration with 

artists such as Gotthard Graubner, Pierrette Bloch and Leiko Ikemura has contributed significantly to them 

achieving worldwide recognition. The gallery, which is representing about thirty artists, is constantly expanding 

its portfolio to include rising artists like Georgia Russell, Claire Morgan, Gideon Rubin, and Raúl Illarramendi. 

Galerie Karsten Greve is equally well known for its solo exhibitions and its highly ambitious accompanying 

catalogue productions published by the gallery. 
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Bildmaterial zu den Werken der Ausstellung stellen wir Ihnen gerne zur Verfügung. 


